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Gallatin County residents will have the opportunity to voice their opinions about the 

explosive growth in the county on October 25 when “A Seat at the Table” hits the 

Gallatin Valley. 

 The initiative, supported by the Bozeman Area Community Foundation and Future West 

is a 24-hour listen-a-thon, looking to hear from people across the community at eight to 

ten person roundtables. But these round tables won’t be hosted in a central place. The 

hope is that community members will sign up on the website that will launch in two 

weeks to host their own roundtables. Each table leader will receive training and a packet 

with information so that they can report their findings back to the central committee. 

 While the questions that the community will be asked are still under review, Bridget 

Wilkinson of the Bozeman Area Community Foundation who is leading up the 

organizing efforts for A Seat at the Table, says they will likely include: “What do you 

love most about this community?; what are challenges you are facing as a community 

member?; and what idea do you have to make the community a better place?” 

 These questions are engineered to gather the best information about the community so 

that planners, businesses and the general public can have access to complied and detailed 

information from people across the community. 

 “I think that we recognize as a county, we are growing and with that growth that comes 

with a lot of opportunities and challenges,” said Wilkinson. “We want it to be solution 



oriented which is why we want people to come up with their great ideas for their 

communities.” 

 But that doesn’t mean just Bozeman. 

 “It’s important to hear the voices throughout the county,” said Wilkinson. 

 Further, Wilkinson says, it’s important for the community to know this idea is one that 

has been tried and tested in communities across the United States with exciting results. 

 “We are not creating this initiative from scratch,” she said. “We are really learning from 

the communities that  

came before us and we’ve just been so overwhelmed by the response where the 

communities have said this has been absolutely transformative for them and have sparked 

a lot of incredible ideas.” 

 While there is a lot of excitement about the initiative, Wilkinson notes that they are still 

looking for financial support from sponsors to help pull the listening tour off. Since the 

information will be available to people throughout the community, she sees it as a 

valuable investment in the future of the Gallatin Valley. 

 “Right now we don’t know what we don’t know, but we know in other communities in 

the U.S. it has been incredibly powerful,” said Wilkinson. 

 

	


